
Apropos of the hot spell under which
Washington recently writhed and worried
a weather bureau official the other day
showed a Star reporter what was termed
at that mueh-criticised Institution "some
highly valuable works" upon the subject
of weather proverbs and their appositeness
to prevailing atmospheric conditions. One
of these works was compiled by the late
General Ilazen when that distinguished
army offieer was at the head of the signal
corps. A few excerpts from some of the
volumes are of Interest, not so much be-
cause they are so conscientiously accurate
and direct in their application, but rather
because they afford some amusement to
those who may follow the exact meteoro-
logical situation from time to time in con-
nection with these so-called aphorisms.
once upon a time deemed well nigh InfalIlI-'
ble. Exceptions to the general rule are
Pvldently common occurrences when the
weather is the subject considered. Here is
One:
"A very clear sky without clouds is not

to be trusted."
How not trusted? Judging from the ex-

perience of this city during the recent hot
spell, that maxim deserves severe trans-
position of some sort. The very clear skies
of those days could certainly be trusted for
at least one thing, to wit, hot weather.
This is another:
"A bad day has a good night."
This axiom of ancient renown may ap-

ply very fittingly to rainy days, but as ap-
plied to hot ones it loses its job. Bad days
and good nights as a combination seem to
have placed Washington on the "nothingdoing" schedule during the heated period.
Then there Is this little bit of nonsense, so
readily disputed and shattered by the con-
vincing reasoning furnished by Washington
weather:

''If the sian burn more than usual. 'wet.'"
here is another:
**.Much undulation of the air on a hot day

in May or June foretells cold."
The writer hereof distinctly remembers a

day during the hot spell when the air was
particularly undulating, Upon that daythe thormotmeter registered somewhere in
the neighborhood of 103 degrees In the
Ahade at .: o'clock in the afternoon. and for
4everal successive days the mercury keptup the lick. But, alas! Upon second
thought it is recalled that the day was thefirst one of the month of July. Hence the
saying does not apply.
Another saying runs something like this:"When the mule kicks it doth signify coolweather. '

All reports received to date from up the
country indicate that the very useful but
much-maligned member of the equine fami-ly menrt i'-I was doing his customary toeand heel stunts during the hot spell. Ac-
cording to form, however, he should havebeen in a most blissful state of innocuousdesuetude.
Verily. one can't place his faith in weath-

er lore.

Mr. M. I- McDonald of 27 E street south-
west writes the Star that he has in his
possession two antique copper coins, ev-
Idently part of the circulating medium of
this country In the days of Its infancy.
One of these coins Is so old and defaced
that its date is illegible. Mr. McDonald Is
df the opinion that It is one of the first
pennies ever minted by the then young
American government. The other bears
the date of 1787. Upon the top of its ob-
verse side are the words "Inde" and "Lib."
separated by a series of small stars. Under
this is the likeness of a woman, face and
bust. The right arm Is extended, holding
what appears to be an olive branch. Some-
thing is also held in the left hand, but just
what it Is cannot be deciphered. On the
reverse side of the coin is borne the bust
of the immortal Washington, surrounding
which are the inscriptions "R I" and "C O.'"
All these figures stand out in prominentrelief. Mr. McDonald says he has had the
coins in his possession ever since childhood
and believes that they are valuable, al-
though he is not posted on numismatics
and does know the exact historical and
financial worth of his property. He is
anxious for some one conversant with the
subject of coins and their history to inform
him upon the subject.

"There is a young couple living over near
Connecticut avenue," said a Washington
woman to a Star reporter, "who manage
their affairs in what I consider a very un-
wise manner. That is they spend almost
every cent of a modest income on house-
furnishings, table service, clothes and the
like and leave food as the very lastand most
neglected censideration. For that reason
I am In the habit of feasting sumptuously
before I leave to accept an invitation to
ine there. I happened in about lunch time
last week and Mrs. Blank cordily inv'ited
me to 'stay and have a bite with her.'
Knowing that 'bite' was a very good word
for her lunches, I pleaded another engage-
ment. But she persisted, and finally, with
an evident view to tempt me to remnain, she
called out to the house girl, who was set-
ting the table in the dining room: 'Tilie.what have we for lunch today?' Tulleisgnothing if not a truth teller. 'Br'ad,' she
answered, and the clock ticked Violentlyfor some seconds.
"I didn't stay."

"I saw a paragraph from Canton a few
days ago that the President bad taken a
ride in an automobile for the first time,"
said a White House attaene. "I think it
was the President's first ride in one of
these vehicles. I don't recolect that he
ever went out of the White House in one
or came back in one. Why he has never

--
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done so I don't know, unless he much pre-fers the old-fashioned way of riding be-
hind hermes. The President could have had
dozens of automobiles if he had? cared to
accept any one of a large numbar of offers
made to him by automobile and locomoblle
dealers and manutacturers. Not many of
these offers were made to him direct, but
to his secretaries. Manufacturers would be.
glad to present him with one of their ma-
chines just for the advertisement of saying
that he rode in one. The President 1s verycareful about these things, and will not al-
low himself to be zued as an advertisement
for anybody or anything. Putting this fea-
ture aside, he is also exceedingly careful
about accepting presents of any consider-
able value. He would not accept a present
of any kind worth asamuch as an automo,
bile, even if the person presenting it had no
idea of making it an advertising scheme."

"Washington is the place where the north
and south meet on neutral ground when it
comes to cooking," was the remark of a
welefed politician. as he thoughtfully
'scanned the bill of fare in one of the lead-
ing hotels here the other day, having just
concluded an extended committee junketing
trip.

'"Ths is the one place in the country
where cooking is done to suit every taste.
The man from Boston can get his pro-
verbial baked bean, while the broad-hatted
gentleman from Georgia can revel in ham
and cabbage. Fried chicken and corn cake,
'Maryland style,' is perhaps the summer
pride of the Washington chef, but he turns
his attention just as enthusiastically to the
New England roast turkey and cranberry
sauce in its season. In sea food there is
nothing lacking, either in variety or oook-
ing. while the offerings of foreign restaur-
ants completes a menu that can't be
equaled in north, south, east or west."

* * * * *
"That the blue and the gray will one day

be a synonym of unity instead of dissension
is being illustrated almost daily In some sec-
tion of our country," said a southern man
to a Star reporter recently. "One of these
incidents occurred in Atlanta, Ga.. only a
few days ago, when the G. A. R. organiza-
tion of that city requested to be allowed to
furnish a room at the Confederate Soldiers'
Home. Funds for the furniture of the
rooms had been quietly contributed by the
members of the post. The request was
met in the same spirit in which it was
tendered, and there will be an inscription
over the door of the room indicating that
its comforts were furnished by veterans of
the northern army."

Mest Extravagant of Women.
Prom the Cincinnati Enquirer.
The Empress Josephine was allowed at

the beginning of her reign $72,000 a year
for her toilet, and later this was increased
to M0,000. But there was never a year
during the time that she did not far over-
reach her allowance and oblige the emperor
to come to her relief. According to the es-
timate Mason has made. Josephine spent
on an average $220,000 yearly on her toilet
during her reign. It is only by going over
her wardrobe article by article and notingthe cost and number of each piece that one
can realize how a woman could spend this
amount. Take the simple item of her hose
-which were almost always white silk,often richly embroidered or in openwork.She kept 150 or more pairs on hand, andthey cost from $4 to 38 a pair. She em-
ployed two hairdressers-one for every dayat $1,200 a year; the other for great occa-sions, at $2,000 a year; and she paid themeach from $1,000 to 2.000 a year for fur-nishings. It was the same for all thesmaller items of her toilet.

Growth -et Canada.
From the Tormto Mall and Expresx.
In 1887, the year of confederation, the

Population of Canada was 3.371.54. In 1891
the population was 4,833,239. In 1901 the
figure is estimated to be 6,000,000. If we
have but 5,500,000, as some suppose, our in-
crease will have been 2,100,000 since the
union. In 1887 the area of Canada was
499,700 square miles; in 1901 the area Ia 3.-
470.392 square miles, or about 40 per cent
of the area of the British empire. The ad-
dition of Manitoba and the northwest in1870 and of British Columbia on July 20.1871, and of the province of Prince EdwardIdand on July 1, 1873, brought in the ad-ditional three million square miles. In 1867
we had 2,380 miles of railway, which hadcost $150,027,000; in 1901 there are 17.204miles, which have cost $998.26,000. In 1867
we exported $57.567,000 worth of products;in 1900 we exported $158,896,000 worth.

A Self-Locating Foghorn..
From the Engineering News.
A fog signal which is self-locating was

recently tested at Falkner Island by the
United States light house board. It con-
sists of a siren driven by a gas engine, and
provided with eight megaphones pointing to
the points of the compass. Specific signals
are automatically given through each mega.-
phone. For instance, if there is one long
blast the signal is north of the observer,
one long and one short blast indicate that
the signal Is directly east. etc. It has been!
found that when a vessel is within half ajmile of the apparatus the signal pointingItoward it can be heard very plainly, while
the others are scarcely audible. At dis-
tances of from two to ten miles it is im-
possible to hear any signals except those'from the megaphone pointed directly at the
observer. A modification of the apparatus
has been perfected for use on board ship,.

Where It Was Hot.
"Although the asphalt pavements of

Washington are inclined to get mellow and
make frantic efforts to turn the heat of the
sun back into the air, they are at least
safe from eruptions," remarked a Wash-
ington gentleman who has been basking in
the sunlight of Kansas City during the
past heated spell. "'The brick pavements
of that town have done something unheard
of. The continued terrific heat expanded
the bricks, and as the curbing would not'
give, and the pressure became greater, the
middle of the street would suddenly spout
up bricks like a volcano. This was an ac-
tual happening in several sections of the
city. Bricks were thrown as high as ten
feet in the air, and some went sideways
with great force. That no one was hurti
is probably due more to good fortune than
'to the heat that threw the brick."
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JOBSON GOES SWIMMING
DOWN-NEAR-THE-PLANK-WALK,

fJuy i, 190L
Afte breakfast yetarday morning Mr.

Jobsmo herded Mrs. Johson into a remote
corner of the hotel veranda, lit a cigar and
regarded her sternly.
"This, Mr. Jobso.," said Mr. Jobson, "to

the day upon which you are going to begin
In earnest to learn how to swim."
Mrs. Jobson studied for a moment the fat

figure. farther up the porch, of the woman
who wears all of her diamonds when she
makes her appearance for breakfst and
shook her head a bit deprecatingly.
"I am afraid." she murmured, "that I

can't learn. I've been trying-"
"Yes, you've been trying!" broke in Mr.

Jobson, with a sniff. "I've been bringing
you down to the seashore for a month or
six weeks every year for the past twenty-
two years, and you can't much more than
keep yourself from drowning in eight inches
of water right now. You've never tried a
lick. You're afraid of getting your hair
wet. er something, and whenever you find
yourself in a foot and a half or water you
begin to hand me that wounded doe look
and to think thinks about a watery grave.""I haven't the knack," said Mrs. Jobson.
"Some folks are just natural swimmers.
and others-"
"Natural nothing!" Interrupted Mr. Job-

son. "There may be such a thing as a natu-
ral born idiot, but there Isn't such a thing
as a natural born swimmer. Everybody's
born with the same chance at that game.
I guess I can about swim as well as the
next man," and Mr. Jobson knocked the
ashes off his cigar and preened himself a
bit, "but I had to learn how. I had to make
an effort. You can't learn how to swim If
you haven't got any more nerve and back-
bone than a tadpole. It's all a matter of
confidence. swimming Is, and-"
"Yes." cut in Mrs. Jobson. "that's what

they all say, but I'm not so young as I used
to be. and it's hard to teach an old-"
"That don't go," put In Mr. Jobson, "not

a little bit. There are women down here
two hundred and eighteen years old, by the
looks of 'em, who paddle around out beyond
the breaker line like dolphins, and-"
"But," interposed Mrs. Jobson, "they all

learned how when they were girls."
"Did, hey?" inquired Mr. Jobson, sarcasti-

cally. "Well, all of the sea bathing that
was done on this country's beaches when
they were girls could have been put in a
corner of your eye. They simply went In
and learned the thing after they'd reached
an advanced age, that's all."
About an hour later Mr. and Mrs. Jobson

walked down to the breaking point of the
heavy surf together. Mr. Jobson saw at
once that the combers were too high for
succesful floating or swimming lessons,
and so he conducted Mrs. Jobson over be-
neath one of the long piers, where the force
of the waves was somewhat broken.
"Now, lemme tell you," said Mr. Jobson,

clutching Mrs. Jobson tightly by the hand
and leading her into about three feet of
water. "that there's no such thing as
drowning in salt water if you only keep
your head about you. You just can't go
down, that's all. All you've got to do is to
forget that you've got any such thing as
feet, and that It's absolutely necessary, as
most women believe when they're in the
water, for your feet to be resting on the
ground. Now, here, just you lie down and
I'll hold you up from underneath, and-"
"But," spluttered Mrs. Jobson, clutching

him around the neck, "you won't let go of
me, will you?"
"Not in a million years," said Mr. Jc-b-

son, "unless I see that you'ce capable of
staying on the surface without my assist-
ance. Now, there you are." as Mrs. Job-
son, with an expression of extreme terror
on her face, and with many sudden clutch-
ings at Mr. Jobson, stretched herself stiffly
on the surface of the water while Mr. Job-
son held her up, "you're all right, but re-
lax-for heaven's sake, relax! You've got
yourself all drawn up Into a knot, and you
increase your weight about a million fold
by holding yourself that way as stiff as a
poker. Just try to imagine that you're
about to take a nap, and--'
And at this point Mr. Jobson deftly, as he

thought, withdrew his supporting hand
and Mrs. Jobson went down like a cobble.
and when she reached the surface she
screamed and grabbed Mr. Jabson around
the neck with a clutch of mortal despera-
tion. Mr. Jobson at length succeeded in
disentangling her arms from around his
neck, stood her on her feet and regarded
her with an expression of the profoundest
disgust.
"Mrs. Jobson," he ungallantly remarked,

"you remind me of a country cured ham.
You won't do. Here, look here; 1 just
want to show you again, for the seventy-
millionth time, that it's just as easy for a
human being to lie quiet on top of salt
water as It Is to lie on a feather bed," and
Mr. Jobson walked over beneath the pier.
where It was shady, stretched himself out
on the -ater, placed his arms beneath his
head, gazed absent-mindedly at his toes
as they protruded above the brine, and
endeavored to look graceful.
"Easy as drawing molasses." Mr. Jobson

had Just said, when the advance guard of
a series of big combers struck him broad-
side on and slammed him with tremendous
force against one of the piles of the pier.
He rolled over and over, dazed-for he bad
struck his head-and Mrs. Jobson shrieked.
and one of the coast guards hurried into
the water and dragged Mr. Jobion, who
was all but unconscious, onto the beach.
where a knot of bathers gathered round
him and grinned. Mr. Jobson came to In
about two minutes, looked up at Mrs.
Jobson, who was bending anxiously over
him, with a fierce scowl, and sat up. Then
he got up and walked to the bath house,
followed by Mrs. J7obson. He didn't say a
word until he met Mrs. Jobson to take her
back to the hotel. Then there was an air
of great calm upon him.
"Madam," he said, "you have been ac-

quainted with me for a sufficient length of
time to be cognizant of the fact that t am
a patient individual But when you delib-
erately hire a low-browed assassin to
throw an Iron wheelbarrow on me from
the top of the pier when I'm In swimming,
as you did this morning, we have reached
the parting of the ways. Nothing re'mains
to be said. Pack up! We are returning to
Washington In an hour."
However, Mr. and Mrs. Jobson w"ere seen

in one of the grottoes last evening, en-
joying their steins of beer and Swiss
sandwiches, and the proprietor of the hotei
at which they are stopping Informs your
correspondent that they are going to re-
main another three weeks.

The Wildest of Dreamse.
From the Portland Oregonisn.
Sir Robert Ball, in a recent contributiorf

to an American magazine, has shown in a
brief and sensible way that signaling to
Mars is beyond the power of huraan re-
sources, The authority of this eminent
astronomer affords satisfaction to those of
us who suspect certain scientists of pander-
ing to sensationalism and notoriety. It is
also very Improbable, even if there are in-
telligent beings _pn Mars, that they could
send a signal to us which we could detect.
That there Is lif.eon the surface of our

neighbor planet Sir Robert does not dispute,
nor Is he prepared to controvert the theory
that the lines, called anals, are the work
of an artificial agency. But by sevdral
practical illustratione he shows the absolate
absurdity -of receiving signals with our
present Instruments of observation, or of
creating a disturbance on this planet such
as could be seen by the Martians, unoesthey have telescopes far beyond the power
of ours. The atmosphere which densely en-
velope the earth is in itself enough to bat-de their efforts to study our planet, or to
receive a signal from us. Our difficulty inpenerating the gseeous vapors of Jupiter
and Venus satisfy the best of our astrono-mners on that point. We get a fairly goodview of Mars because of the extremely at-
tenuated atmosphere on that body.

Celleeting Papal Coins.
Faem the New York Tribu.
The pope is not sHowing the young TKing

of Italy to pick up all the coin collections
in the Italian market. Six thansana pieces,
cnntaining mnany rare papal cons which
were collected by Cardinal Randi, have
been bought by Pope Ieo and added to
the fine collection i the~ Vatican. Many
fell ito the cardinal's hands in 1S for
the weight in silver, when Pope- Pius
introduoed the Flenchi monetary system
and the old coins were retired by the papal
government.

Uales of eteeks.
1amm PNhme Oghhms.
During the et six moaths of the current

caenar year 115,1M,4U5 *hares of .stoek
-wre dealt, i em the UNw York empha.=-
Is the .mse period lest jear UMaltat
abases wee sodmid,~se et bends ter thenarat baif of the, eatnema toassassaU agmissi ss cae the- sam te

WHEN 5RIENDSH1P CEASED
These two Feung-manrled couples decides

to go to h eepng in houses alongside
of each ot
Their nam wesAn't Mr. and Mrs. Jack-

son and Mr._and Mrm Johnson. but these
names will X the purpose at this
strictly Verse us vs,
They had Vhet inra boarding house. The

two women ere uick to find a common
ground In :cth-i boanding house and
the landlady-thereof. Ditto the two men.
So the housekmgpang stunt. alogide

each other, Maa agmaged.
They were all very enthusiastic about IL
The womela wbhOtarted in to 4aln each

other by tb* Askm alubost troms the
beginning, asde up-. jigs of the thi"
they'd need. The ien made calculations
as to how they were going to pay the ini-
tial installments*on the furniture.
And so the two young married couples.

tha Jaaosna and the Vhaan moved 14totheir cute little $22,50-per-month houses
side by side. '

It was great for a couple of weeks.
Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Johnson. leaned

over the back fence and told each other
of the tunny. breaks they had made in
their cookint attempts. Each inspected theother's plant. as4 dnally arranged, and' do-
plared It to be just too lovely for any-
fhing on this earth or any other earth.
They called each other ."Florrie" and "Ger-
tie" from their-respective windows when
they wanted to Usk each other about some-
thing. They borrowed four bits from each
other to pay the iceman and the bread
man and the milk man when these Insistent
persons came around between pay days-
their husbands' pay days. After dinner-
they'd help eachother washing and- wiping
the dishes-they'd appear in the back yard
of one or the other; in their nice fresh
house jackets, with their arms around each
other's waists, and talk about how queer
it seemed that they apoeared to have
known eaeh other always.
Oh, yes; -they swere so thick!
Jackson and Johnson. likewise, got along

bully-together. They weren't quite as hasty
to pick up each other's first names as the
women, but it wasn't long after the be-
ginning of the housekeeping scheme before
they were addressing each other as Bil
and Jim.
Jackson strung up his old guitar and

Johnson got a new head. for his banjo, and
they plunkety-plunked together for hours
in each other's -abodes every evening. If
they happened to meet down town they'd
shoot one or two in. together, and come
home real jolly. -. Their wives said they
never saw two men pull together so beau-
tifully. Jackson told Johnson of a scheme
he had to cop out a- swift promotion at his
office, and Johnson told Jackson of what a
pinhead the chief of his division was. The
four took turns .In entertaining each other
to beer and Welsh rabbits, and they de-
clared these cute. inexpensive little sessions
to be just ideal.'
Uh-huh, it was. all perfectly grand for

about a fortnight, sure enough.
Then, one evening, when Jackson and

Johnson got home, they found their wives
a bit constrained. Johnson's wife explainedit by saying that she certainly thought
Florrie Jackson ought to leave her enough
milk to do her cooking with, and that she
didn't see why the Jacksons weren't able to
buy their own coffee, instead of borrowingit all the time. Jackson's wife explained it
by saying that she was more than half
afraid that she had been deceived in Gertte
Johnson. Far be it from her to do aiybody
an injustice, she went on, but she was
really afraid thatGertie Johnson was stingyand had a deceitful nature. Hadn't she,Forrie Jackson, lo ned Gertie Johnson 48
cents only last we to pay for her hus-
band's laund it was delivered at
the door? If, ithen, should Gertie John-
son act snoo05y and-put out when she had
asked her foilutst &httle mite of milk and
coffee, her o'04 mft'and coffee having not
yet arrived? i' J

"Fergit it,"'ild Jl'hnson to his wife."Fergit it," !iad JMekson to his wife.
Jackson and Jolfflison plink-plunked asusual on their banO' and guitar that even-ing, but somjhow 'they weren't quite asfree with eachibthei*-as they had been, andthe women didW't c6me together at all that

evening, both of thint having announcedthat they ha4aoma fourteen letters apieceto write.
And thus it 4nt n.
Unconscioually, Jfohnson found himselfthinking that the iJacksons didn't reallyamount to a. Wbolejpt, and he told his wifethat In his opinion she'd be a jay if shepermitted Mrs. Jackson to come it overher in any mrineir'whatsoever.
Likewise, Jacksor' began to reach theconclusion that he'd been more or lesstaken in wiM those Johnson folks, and headvised his 'wife to give back knock forknock if Mrs. Johnson continued to exhibit

a disposition to engage in that game.One evening, when Johnsog got home,he found Mrs. Johnson real angry. Mrs.Johnson said that one of the neighbors hadtold her that Mrs. Jackson was goingaround saying that Mrs. Johnson spentmost of her time gadding around, and thatshe only got home every afternoon a fewminutes before 4-just in time to turn ahandspring and throw together a littlefood for Mr. Johnson's dinner.
On the same evening, upon Jackson's ar-rival home, he found his wife dissolved intears. Pressed for an explanation, Mrs.Jackson told Jackson that she had neverbeen so abused in her life as she had beenthat day by" that Johnson woman, whohad accused her-"Me! Just think of acreature like that accusing me!"-of talk-ing about her to the neighbors, whereasthe only thing that she had said to a sin..gle, solitary neighbor was that Mrs. John-

son neglected her husband outreosy
and it was true-boo-oo-and shewol
stick to the truth of her statement rightdown to her last gasp, so she would!Johnson was sore and announced thathe'd never had any use for those Jacksontrash, and that for two cents he'd knockJackson's block off,
Jackson was red-hot over the "abuse''that had been heaped upon his wife byMrs. Johnson, and he rolled up his sleevesand glared, around ferociously, and saidthat he had a great mind to prance rightover to the Johnsons' and bite Johnson'sarm off close to the shoulder.
On the next day the Jacksons movmlAnd Mrs. Jacksoa and Mrs. Johnsonknew each other's business from the dayswhen their dresses reached only to theirshoe-tops.
And Jackson and Johnson were next toeach other's little: office intrigues.
And 'both outfits had the same, or vir-tually the same, list of friend.
And the knocking of the Jacksn andthe knocking of -the- Johnsona throughoutWashington is now something horri."Tenext time you stack mie up againsta budc of tad. like those two," growisJhsnto his wifle every day, "you'l
"It was you that dragged me Into going
sates! uters acsnto his wifes

This War= Could Not Weip 6mt De a- Traem Nebbes.
"How I became a tilain robber on a mid-night train between New York and Wast-

ington the' oter afght is one of thie most
thrilling experienw4e have had resetly,''
said a vaub ~~rof Chief WilkIga

statof mn toa Star re-
"I crawled berth in Jerseg Cily

about'"13 Vdlel~ q0 bot night, and after
I ha4 squirmed eut of my, clothe. and was
ready to layifup for sleep I be-
came aware I ed a drink of water
very much. I' made no attEmpt. to
ethkingnd domed off uti
did noes have. hnIagine the eetion yhich w mewhen, as the

some one hd .om.I a o

spoken inasendt aemda deep.nyba.Shhasaid: M
"At -the sm t~~s hing cool toucn-ed mnyhsa.t have been fullyawake, o h ecuthy that imnssedsae was ta ere wras my-drink. I did netseem to realise where..I was or to cawpre-hend who was odering me the water,. AstmniV raised up^ elbow and gr..peithe profered druh.As I did so a deli-

cate lttle hand ~ee~dhold of a silver
atug with a au~nness that -ailt thewaterd ad tha qitha- ean==de=dm
are to drink utrda startled etema.
tion. I heard a reqtle of the aurtais etasee arbmuetE ad thpb aD rnas-ggi.

W mtea theme gebaa e t 30ething,Ii~mmeiatsr~W4 m ea a haR been
with 'the asa 3e&g t was asilver mug wiha a ic and had a

amesses 'I ass~Ageasgme aneg the emsedeiat, a day hysusatt Ia 'the-aeetin ad.

JeInhg Uai there sat a Very coeley %fi
of youthful appearance with a mla, Casy
headed boy. I felt sure she was the owner
eCe0 aug. but how to get It to hw X 40
not know. While I was ddber te
trabe stopped and the lady aremo tose
the car. I hastened to my feet, Ahd out
the mug and started after these. After
tii my hat and begging her peadon I
Sain my most unceacerned mannar: 'L
believe you are leaving your drinking 1MP*
"The lady looked very stern and nearly

took me of my feet by replying most P06
tively-
" 'You must be mistaken. That cup does

not belong to me.'
"After "he left thd ear I hasten" to

make a canvass for its owner, but no one
claimed it, and as I proceeded the 90lll
that bega with my nearest neighbor grad-
mally broadened to the whole a. I had
robbed the train and couldn't help myself."

SWAPPERG CVSTOEFRS.
One Phase of the Lauudry DBetaess

That IS Rather UnMaIaAL
"Talk about wifeless telegraphy." said a

saan in a down-town store the other day
while waiting for his change, "thee is a
game going on in this town that beats it
hollow. It may be worked in other cities
as well, but I have never heard of it. You
are a patron of a certain steam laundry In
town and have an arrangement whereby
the wagon will call for your bundle of
soiled linen once a week. The bag in 1-
ways ready on Monday. After two or three
weeks of pretty regular service one day the
bundle comes home from ;enother laundry.
You inquire of your wife or the servant and
get little satisfaction. No one has changed
the orders. A wagon came and got the
stuff and later In the day another wagon
came for it. too. There had apparently
been a misunderstanding and you are glad
to get your goods back. Next week the
old - laundry wagon comes back. Mean-
while you have been called up on the tele-
phone and some 3ne representing the laun-
dry that did your washing by mistake will
apologize to you for the blunder and softly
suggest that perhaps you would like to
continue. You switch off without reaching
a bargain. The prices are all the same, you
see. Then for -a few weeks you get -the
bundle back, sometimes from one establish-
ment and sometimes from another. Then.
perhaps, for an experiment, you switch off
to a scrubbing bureau which has not yet
broken into the game, just to get things
straightened out, and behold! you have rot
had a single collar worn to shreds by this
establishment before the same process is
on.
"If you carry the matter to headquarters

yourself you will be told that the laundry
you have been patronizing has recently
discharged drivers and that these men have
been stealing their trade. My experience
would seem to suggest that the explanationlies deeper. I have watched the faces- of
these laundry drivers and have become
pretty familiar with them. I have ordered
service of one place and have had one call
from Its wagon, and the next week have
been waited on by a man whom I have
never seen before. You see. I became sointerested in the game that I studied It at
first hand during one vacation I had to
spend in town for financial reasons. The
fact I found was that the drivers don't
shift places as rapidly as the laundry man-
agers would have you think. I cannot avoid
the conclusion that there Is a system of
buying and selling information in voguewhereby these drivers get a handsomerake-off. I may be doing them an injustice,but there is no other way to account for
the otherwise mysterious manner in which
your laundry bundle will slip from one es-
tablishment to the other. What is to pre-vent the driver of one of these wagonsfrom tipping off a rival laundry wheneverhe calls on a new customer? Of course,the game is worked on all sides, If at all,and It is possible that most of the driversin town are on the same lay. If so. eachlaundry is both buying the secrets of othersand is losing customers in the same man-
ner. For it is a game for as many playersas can sit around the table.
"It Is a matter of comparatively slightimportance, except that once in a while a

man gets hold of a cleaning joint where hislinen will last something like Its naturallife, and he hates to lose it. There is onebranch of the laundry business which hasnot yet been tainted by these methods oftrade rivalry, as far as I have been able tojudge. The Chinamen don't try to drum upbusiness. They take all they can get andsmile whenever more comes, and when no
more is to be had they smile again andtake a nap behind the partition and thenwake up to mark tickets. There seems tobe Jots of interesting variety to the life ofthe laundryman."

Surgery and Cleanliness.
From the London Chroniele.
The address of Lord Lister in opening

the new operating theater at St. Thomas'
Hospital may be described adequately
enough as an exordlum on the subject of
cleanliness as applied to surgical practice.
The same idea underlies all hygienic ad-
vance, for the whole faith and practice of
the sanitarian is summed up in the ad-
vice "Be clean." Lord Lister, as is wel
known, was the pioneer of the antiseptic
system of surgery, which recognizes that
suppuration and the non-healing of wounds
have been proved to be due to the presence
of microbes. By keeping these germ en.-
mies out of wounds, or by rendering it fin-
possible for them to find a suitable soil in
wounds-in other words, by exercising rigid
cleanliness-surgeons today, following Lord
Lister, are enabled to obtain results which
are literally marvelous when one compares
them with those attained in the past. I
can remember clearly Lord Lister's ap-
pointment to the chair of clinical surgery
in the University of Edinburgh. He suc-
ceeded his father-in-law, the distinguishedSymne, one of the ablest surgeons, if not
the most skillful, of his day. The change
from the old regime to the new in Edin-
burgh was startling. The use of carbolic
spray, the Insuring that every instrument
was treated antiseptically and the rigid
precautions taken to insure non-infection
of wounds Inaugurated an entirely new era
in surgery.

Study of 3il.
Prosn the Popular Setence Miosthly.
The investigations on agricultural eoils

which are being cenducted in this country
are probably unsurpassed In quality and
extent by these of any country, unless It be
Russa, whore a very systematf- and exten-
sive line of investigations, including a mur-
rey and classification _of the soils of the
whole country, has been in progress for a
number of years. The work in this country
has been carried on mainly by a number of
the agricultural experiment stations and
the division of soils of the National De-pertinent of Agriculture. The report of thefield operations of the division of soils for110, by Prof. Milton Whiney and anumber of his assitants, lately issued, isa
report of progress in surveying the soils of
the United States. During the year areassggregating about 726000 aeres werestudid in the field and snapped.

From Fliegeede mlaan~

MANNERS HAVE CHANGED
The man from the west, who is visiting

his married mister in Washington, wore a
puinLed look,
"fay," be broke out, "ow long bas it

been bam this way imos kis were per-
mitted to stop being polite to their elders?
I'll tell you why I inquire. My sister has
three young ones, among them a. six-year-
old boy. He was playing out in front of
the house this morning, and she called him.
" 'Archibald!' she sang out from the front

window.
'The kid looked up at her.
" What? said he.
"Xomn0 in; I want you,' said Ae.
"'I wonder,' I sad to ayself, 'why that

young one doesn't say "Ma' " when his
mother addreses him. He must be a bad-
mannered lad, and it's queer that Si
doesn't correct him.'
"The boy entered the house.
" 'Do you want to go an an errand for
mamma if she gives you a cent' the bey'-
mother asked him.
."'Yes,' he rplied

'You don't feel too warm with that
Jacket on, do you. Archibald? she asked
the kid solicitously.'Ne,' said be.
"I was waiting for Sie to give the cub a

belt on the jaw for not sayng 'ma'am' to
her, like a polte little Ma. when she
spoke to him, and I was amased that she
didn't even notice the kid's lack of man-
ners.
"Before the shaver started on the errand

his father showed up.
"'Archie.' his father called to him.
"'What?' saAd the kid, just as he had to

his mother.
"'You remember the kind at cigars you

got for me atound the ,:orner the lasttime?* said the boy's Ade..
"'Yes,' said the kid.
"'Well, stop by there and tell the man to

send me another box of them. And don'tloiter by the way.'
"'No,' said the kid.
'His father hadn't noticed the boy's lack

of manners any more than his mother had.
" 'Say, look a-here, Sis,' said I to my mis-

ter when I got her alone that day, 'I'm not
trying to butt In with any advice or any-thing like that, but why don't you tear a
picket off the fence and drub some man-
ners into that boy of yours?'
"She looked at me in a startled kind of

way, and with quite a heap of reproach in
her eyes, at. that.
"'Why,' said she, 'what in the world doyou mean"t Archibald is considered thebest-mannered boy In the neighborhood.'
"'Is, hey? said I, pressing on. 'Well. d'yecall it polite for a six-year-old kid to say"What" and "Yes" and "No" to his mother

and father without prefixing any "Ma'am"
or "Str' to -his remarkar?

'"rhen ny sister looked relieved and
smiled.
"'Why. John,' she said to me. 'I thoughtby the way you spoke that Archibald had

been really impolite. Certainly we do not
require him to say "Ma'am" or "Sir" to
us or to anybody else. Indeed, we should
punish him if be said any such things. It
is not the thing for children to say"Ma'am" or "Sir" to their parents, or to
anybodY any more. That sort of thing is
now left for servants.'
"'Oh,' said I, but I couldn't help sizing

my sister up out of the tall of my eye and
putting this question to her:
" 'Sis, just supposing you or I had

dropped the "Ma'am" and "Sir" when we
were young ones and were addressed by
our old mother and dad, what d'ye think'ud have happened to us, hey'"That cornered her, but she got out of it
by saying that we lived in an old-fashioned
section of the country where the folks
were 'way behind the times, and all that.
"Maybe Sis was right," concluded the

man from the west, "but, at that, I'm
bound to say that it sort o' jars on me to
hear the kids back this way talking to
their parents and other grown-up folks in
those familiar terms. I say 'sir' and
'ma'am' to old folks right down to the
present day myself, and I'm past forty.
with a pretty sizable bald spot on top of
my head,'and it doesn't hurt me any to
say those things. Comes natural, in fact,
because I was raised to respect my elders,
fashionable or no fashionable. If I wasn't
a crabbed old bach, and if I had a gang of
young 'uns around, they'd get old-fashioned
real quick and say 'str' and 'ma'am' to
the grown-ups, or there'd be something do-
;ng In the slipper and hair-brush line,"
and the western man looked as if he
meant it.

M d a & Beastiger.
From the Tacoma tatder.
Mud is the newest skin beautiner, the

latest fad for the improvement of the com-
plezion. Just common. everyday, unro-
mantic, dirty mud. The use and applica-
tion of this remedy is one of the wrinkles
which the summer girl will bring back to
town with her from the place of her sum-
mer sojourn. Not a new thing, by any
means, this daubing of the face and throat
with dampened earth, but new to a great
many-eople, and especially new to the city
districts. In the country, far from towns
and drug stores, its use has been general
and effective for many years, but just as
soon as the city commences to creep out
and to encroach upon the rurality of a
place, nature's remedies are given the go-
Dy, and the people fly to drugs and "storemedicines" for the aid which the world
around them has been wont to supply.
And so it is with mud. In the early days

of the western states, when doctors and
complexion beautifiers were alike unknown,
mud was highly .valued by the women of
the country. The feminine sex delights in
fair skins and white hands, even If there
is no one in aM the township to see them,
and the early settlers borrowed the mud
idea from the Indidas, who valued It for
its medicinal effect.
The mud treatment costs nothing, and is

far more helpful than a series of Turkishbathe. The principle is precisely that of
the facial mnak, both of ancient Roman
times and of the present day, and the mud-
washing maiden will be as fair as a lily all
falL.

Something Any One May Diseass.
From the Catcago Past.
"I regret to inform you," maid the man

who was called on for' a speech, "that I
have neglected to make any preparation for
this occ~asin. If any one in the "andienoe
will suggest a subject upon which a maan ts
privitegedi to talk when he doesn't know
anything about it I will be glad to make a
few remarks."
Of course he thought he had oxcusa

himself very. Cieverly, but something over
half the audience responded almost as one

.Tal ab..t the army cantee.,-, the,

setea Numaber.

"WWIli, whom did George Wasigian

'Yes'm-the sops and daughters of thero---o

WOULD COME IN HANDY
"e -ate.t ft..f.e er .e.r plat fa.-

toris whik suppy saved and spt steree-
typed plates to purvlndal nespapers are
DOW Oending out to the*r customers regular
blank ferms suitable to the seasOn. ace
are left in the plates for the addition of
the names, and the country newspapers are
denghted over the onaveeiens Of the
scheme. Some of the plates are an foftws:

"AS a late hour yesterday afternoes little
- -. the bright and promisag fifteen-
year-oi eenO f - -, ne of ou fore-
most Citaens, was drowned in - while
endeavorijg to emulate the exalge of the
larger boy In swiemming stunts. The lad
swan out about a hundred yards from the
shore, and then suddenly threw up his
arms and called for help. AA, however, theboy had often done this befem, merely inJe. no attention was paid to his cries bythe other boys, who only became larMedwhen. upon dressing. they found little -mimsing. The- Is being draged fr thebody. The boy'q parents are prostrated.**A sad rowing accident happened on the
- yesterday evening. - -. a well-likedyoung man employed In the - factory.and - -. the go-ahead ydung- whoseP0sh promised to do so much for this vil-lage, hired a boat and went rowing in com-pany with Miss- sand Miss --, who rankamong the levelest of wur tair daughters.When out In the mAddle of the --- one ofthe yoIAng men-MWitle of the two does notappear-biegan to reck the ftaU bebt in apirt oftfn. deelte the entreaties of theyoung women- The boat wan suddamiy cap-Mined- and all four of the merry-Imkr,were thrown ino the water. Some youngmen on the boat house steps saw Me Occ-dent and made haste to pull for the scee.and they succeeded In picking ott of t..eWater all but young Mr. -. whose bodyhad not been found up to the time we go topress. This is the - acciden in thisighbottood caused by the rocking of askiff!',
"A dispatch from - sa enos thearrival there yesterday morning Of OurjovIal fellow townsman.- - who start-ed on a business trip three days ago- looked as It he was going to enjoyhimselfa whole lot when he started. andIe haven't the slightest fear that any ofthe Pitfalls Of -. wil gt him before' hedecides to come back. Go it . andenjoY Yourself"'
"A large number of small boys of thisplace were simultaneously attacked with asevere illness yesterday afternoon. Ourtwo Physicians were very busy attendingto the young ones. None of the lads waswilling to confess what aled him, butfinally little - -. the twelve-year.lgson of - -. our alert constable. owndup to his mother that he and the rest ofthe boys had got into an orchard out am thecounty road yesterday afternoom. m& hadal partaken heartily of green apples. Theusual remedies brought the lads around allright. but some of them had a narrowsqueak. It's not for us. however, to preachBeen there ourselves.r
"We should like to know the same andnumber of the little birdie that flew intoour office yesterday and gently whisper-din our ear that a certain young and beauti-ful belie of this village. not the least ofwhose accomplishments is her fine ereeu-tion on the piano-forte. IN soon to link hername to that of a well-known young manof -, the adjoining township, whosehorse and buggy have been seen a gooddeal on our thoroughfares during the pastfew months. Far be it from us to give cre-dence to everything that the little birdiestell ur-but we think that this birdie hadit right, all right, this time. Perhaps someof the girls can guess the names of the in-teresting young couple?."A violent wind and electrical stormpassed over this village yesterday after-noon. winding up with a severe hail atorm.The stones were In many cases as large as- -- and it is said that the- ,,pis totally ruined. During the progress of thestorm. little -- - the pretty and petitedaughter of- -, one of the most enter-prising of our merchants (see his ad. on the- Pagu). sustained a slight lightningshock, but she quickly recovered. - --glarge barn was struck by a bolt and com-pletely demolished."
"The largest ever grown In thiscounty wan brought in yesterday by-the prosperous and enterprisingyoung tiller of the soil who last year mar.ried one of our best-beloved belles. Miss
- -_ . The- was on exhibitionall day in the sanctum of ye edtor. wenoticed that quite a number of citisens.however, failed to come and look at thetarvel, perhaps because they felt sheepishover being so far behind In their shcrp-tions. They shouldn't let a little thing likethat bother 'em. We've got the contslt faradvertising the Ice company's wares andice is about all we need this kind ofweather, thanks."
"There was another victim of the het

wave on our streets yesterday. T11t1the sufferer was the popular Miae
, the young lady who so suecesfulilganmaged the party at thechurch last winter. Miss- was suE-denly taken faint on street, at wascarried by kind hands into -' stare.There she revived suniciently after 4, while

to be taken to her home in a carriage. I
seems that the young lady had baen par-taking quite heartily during the
of pickles and cake and le cream
raspberries and more pickles, and to thisfact she attributes bar susceptibility to doheat when she started dowh town to make
a few purchases. She was renting comfort-
ably last night. under the able miasnttra-tins of Dr. .- and wii shostlybe around again with her wlnznome M-."The aRev -- of the-church announced to his congregatIon yes-terday at servg~ees that he would start emhis vacation on ., The rev. geatmmamappears to stgeatly inn down owing tethe heavy stanof everwork [e whisk he
has been subjected during the pst year,and his tour of the Hoaly Kend--for whiekthe congregation is now bimdly engagd in
awonrd funswlunquestionably do him
"The heavy rain storm et yesterday after-

noon caused Ahe -to rise -- inces
.-. our oldeet inhabmtant, cannotrecall whan the has looked so much

like flooding Its bankh.."

Eeumy tm Oasemdmsw.
F4eoa the [rm-- 4aredset.
An evening contemporary has bease t-

forming its readers that they can sethe
samne calendars every twenty yeare-we
the dates of the meonths fall e the sm
days of the week-4hrevavoIding the e-
pes of five almanaca for the presn ese-
tury. But here Is something even batte
than that. Those persons who have the
double advantage of anetent kinly and
careful forefathers, by turmiag up the cal-endrteifrtunately they are net -emeonesfor the twelfth century, by SetomonJarc~ia, will find the days ad dates coin-cddeat wIth the pressnt emtury. dush per-

soecan save the -ey-e-- of huying CarhdS -years. Agais. these with a frmi dwas have preserved the almannes et the
nineteenth century wel avoid an outlay fsecalendars ef the entury osmmedg Jam-uary I,. falt as the deses for the humasedyss eilw will he aamasMe with

thosofthe cemtary. flat -si-ercl long emoegh hor sk eanoami
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